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PWC CALENDAR
Monthly meetings for Board:
2ⁿd Tuesday of the month
Monthly Volunteer Opportunities
Orientations followed by Hotline,
Rescue-Transport, Clinic or Baby Bird
Room Trainings.

October 12 – “Morro Bay Wild”
Tours of the Center (fundraiser)
October 16-18 “Oilapalooza” meeting / training of the Oiled
Wildlife Care Network members
Arcata, CA
October 19 - Quarterly
Leadership Meeting

October 20 - Annual
General Membership
Meeting 1:00 – 3:00 pm, Avila
Beach – Featuring Dr. Francis X.
Villablanca, “Monarch
Butterflies” – Watch for your
invite/ballot

November 3 – PWC’s 9th
Annual Soupabration!
Fundraiser - “May the Soup Be
With You” – Avila Beach Golf
Resort, 12:00 to 4:00 pm –
Featuring 25 chefs; 20 wineries,
cider, distilleries, beer, food
vendors; silent auction; selfie
wall; Jr. Chef contest
November 1-4 – CA Council of
Wildlife Rehabilitators Annual
Symposium, Yosemite
November 30 – Remembrance
Day for Lost Species, Noon –
Laguna Lake Memorial Grove
December 14 – Benefactor,
Patron & Sponsor Member
Donor Reception / Tours (by
invitation)

RACCOON 1326

by Jill Davern-McTarnaghan

W

hen it comes to wildlife rehabilitation, my
heart is always quite set on birds. Whether
it’s out of sheer envy that they can fly or the
unmatched anatomy they possess, there is nothing
boring about birds.

different methods to rectify the issues.
Finally, after weeks of effort and
collaboration among several of us (Lauren
Brotherton, Virginia Flaherty and Taylor
Howlett), the problem resolved.

When I was approached with the possibility of
aiding in the rehabilitation of a baby raccoon, I
hesitated. I’ve worked with raccoons, and as with
all wildlife, I respect each species and the niche
they serve; however, I certainly do not gravitate
toward mammals.

I wouldn’t change this experience for anything. I
consider it to be nothing short of an honor.
Now, this little critter is amongst her own at the
Clinic doing well and scheduled for release in
the near future. While, giving up on anyone’s
part could have been an easy thing to do, we
persevered to preserve and pushed through
obstacles that most wouldn’t have.

I agreed to care for this little female singleton until
other arrangements could be made. Little did I know
the impact this little 220 gram raccoon would have
on me. Like a newborn baby, she wore me down
until we were able to fall into a feeding schedule
that benefited her without tiring me out. She ate
and gained well, but she had digestive issues that
were not typical, run-of-the-mill digestive issues you
see in baby raccoons.
Not one to shy away from a challenge, I began to
consult with PWC staff and continued to try

PRESIDENT’S PERCH

Herein lies the very philosophy I see in practice
every time I’m at the Clinic (and the reason I
just can’t seem to stay away); the same great
effort made to save a Bald Eagle or any other
publicly-praised animal is the same effort put
forth to save animals who have a less-thanstellar reputation in the public’s eyes. Our staff
and our vet treat each patient just as
importantly as the next.

by Kimberly Perez, President

With Fall here, and over 2,200 animal cases under our belt, we are just beginning to catch our breath from an
unusually busy Winter of beached and/or oiled seabirds, and a hectic Spring/Summer “baby” season. By July, the
peak of baby-season intensity, we had 300 animals on site. That’s a lot of hungry mouths to feed, all requiring
specific diets, various feeding schedules and distinct habitats — whew! So now, we can step back and reflect
with gratitude about all that got us here.
It takes a lot of heart, compassion and teamwork to care for wildlife. We couldn’t do it without community — a
community of volunteers, interns, staff, other rehabilitators, and wildlife supporters, who help us save lives;
however, the past few years have really stretched the limits of our capacity. We’ve built as much as we can, and
with that, the reality, that a larger home is needed…. a new dawn is breaking for the future! We are beginning
to imagine what a new, “state of the art” facility for both patient care and community education could look like,
the optimal combination of functionality, safety and cost effectiveness with a blush of dream, so we can begin to
plot a course for PWC to reach. Stay tuned for more info in early 2020…
Our successes, today and in the future, are defined by the passion and dedication of friends like you. Although
our services benefit SLO County, we receive little city, state or federal government funding. It’s all you! Please be
generous, if you are able, as we approach the end of this year. Every donation counts and makes a difference in
the lives of these wild creatures with whom we share this planet.

RELEASES

OILED SABINE’S GULL SUCCESSFULLY TREATED
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On August 15th PWC received an unusual patient- a
Sabine’s Gull, which marks only the second time in
our history that this species has come into care.
This bird was found at the mouth of
Morro Creek, on the beach near
Morro Rock.

May-August 2019

American Crow
American Kestrel
Anna's Hummingbird
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Band-tailed Pigeon
Barn owl
Barn Swallow
Black Crowned Night Heron
Black Rat
Botta's Pocket Gopher
Brandt's Cormorant
Broad-footed Mole
Brush Rabbit
Bushtit
California Ground Squirrel
California Gull
California Myotis
California Quail
California Scrub-Jay
California Thrasher
California Towhee
Canada Goose
Clark's Grebe
Cliff Swallow
Common Murre
Deer Mouse
Desert Cottontail
Double-crested Cormorant
Dusky-footed Woodrat
Eurasian Collared-dove
European Starling
Gopher Snake
Great Horned Owl
Green Heron
Hooded Oriole
House Finch
House Sparrow
Killdeer
Lesser Goldfinch
Mallard
Mew Gull
Mourning Dove
Northern Long-eared Owl
Northern Mockingbird
Northern Raccoon
Northern Shoveler
Oak Titmouse
Pelagic Cormorant
Red Phalarope
Red-eared Slider
Red-necked Phalarope
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-throated Loon
Rock Pigeon
Ruddy Duck
Sabine's Gull
Snowy Plover
Sooty Shearwater
Spotted Towhee
Striped Skunk
Trowbridge's Shrew
Turkey Vulture
Virginia Opossum
Western Gray Squirrel
Western Grebe
Western Grey Squirrel
Western Gull
Western Pond Turtle
Whimbrel
White-crowned Sparrow
White-tailed Kite
Wild Turkey
Willet
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Total

Sabine’s Gulls are infrequent visitors
to our coastline. These birds nest
during summer in the far north- from
Alaska to Greenland- and migrate
through while heading to the tropics
to winter. Outside of nesting season
they are mainly pelagic birds, found
offshore on the open ocean; rarely
coming to land.

by Vann Masvidal

feathers to survive, and a pelagic bird that’s unable to
become waterproof often develops life-threatening
injuries or illnesses while in care. These may range from
lesions to a bird’s keel, legs, or feet,
caused by being unable to house the bird
in water; to serious ailments such as
aspergillosis, a respiratory fungal disease
common to pelagic and other birds in
prolonged captivity. Fortunately, this
gull’s burn was relatively minor and it
made a remarkably quick turn-around in
Photo by Petra Schaaf
our care.

Soon after the initial exam, where
bloodwork was performed to ensure the
bird was healthy enough to withstand the
rigors of being washed, the wash was
For days local birders had been taking
performed by two of our highly skilled
photos of the unusual bird and posting
technicians. During washing the tar that
them to the eBird website, noting that
had fouled the bird’s feathers and leg was
the bird was oiled and unable to fly,
completely removed. Then the soaps and
Photo by Vann Masvidal
but appeared to be able to subsist on
solvents that were used to remove the
bugs foraged from the kelp washed up
tar, which are contaminants themselves,
on the beach. Finally a Good
were
meticulously
rinsed from each of the bird’s feathers
Samaritan captured the bird and brought it to our
using
specialized
equipment
in PWC’s state-of-the-art
Clinic for treatment.
wash room. Next, several days were spent with the gull
Our initial examination found the gull to be alert,
being cycled between warm water pools and drying
but moderately dehydrated and rather thin. The
pens, to allow us to monitor the progress the bird was
notorious Central Coast tar that regularly washes
making on restoring waterproofing, while it performed
up on our beaches had covered the bird’s right
much vigorous preening to get each feather realigned to
side, flight feathers, and retrices in black, sticky
exactly where it needed to be. And through it all the bird
clumps. Most alarming was a burned area on the
ate with gusto- particularly relishing floating
bird’s right leg. As all too often happens with oiled
superworms, a PWC house specialty.
wildlife, the thick, noxious tar had caused a
This Sabine’s Gull, our 1,963rd patient of 2019, was
chemical burn to develop on the bird’s skin.
successfully released after ten days of treatment. Special
Sometimes these burns may be so severe so as to
thanks are due to the Morro Bay Harbor Patrol for
render the patient untreatable, for even when all
ferrying our patient to the release site, the open ocean
the contaminant has been removed, the remaining
beyond Morro Rock, during one of their routine patrols;
burn will continue to negatively affect the birds’
and to each of our volunteers, interns, and staff who
waterproofing through weeping and/or feather
contributed to this bird’s rehabilitation.
loss. All birds need a full coat of waterproof

PWC SNAPSHOTS
William Snakespeare (our Gopher Snake Educational
Ambassador) gets a new home in the PWC lobby. Habitat
donated by Zoo Med Laboratories, San Luis Obispo.
Thanks to Karen Todd & Dorothy Correa for coordination.

2019 INTERNS Rear L to R: Morgan Berden, Alexandria
“Alie” Simmons, Leah Peterson, Abhiram “Ram” Yellamilli,
Mikaela Garduno, Regina Seiler, Christian Mazariegos.
Front: Jackie Sanchez (Rehab Tech with PWC since 2017
– departed in August for Master’s Program at Tufts
University) and Rehab Tech, Kelley Boland.

WELCOME

UNIQUE RESCUE STORYby Sam Peck
On an early Friday morning in July, I was
on duty as a PWC, RTV (Rescue
Transport Volunteer) and got a call
from the Hotline Volunteer about a
hawk hit by a car.

quite stuck. I slowly worked the bird loose being
sure to secure its talons and hooked beak.

The location was six miles east of
Morro Bay on Highway One. When I
arrived at the scene I found an adult Redtailed Hawk lodged in the grille of an SUV!
The car’s owner had pulled onto a side
road at the shooting range, and she
was very upset about hitting the bird.
It was a newer model car so the grille
was made of plastic. The Hawk had hit
her car, had broken through the grille
and pierced the radiator which was
hissing.
I got my carrier box and welding gloves
out and started to pull the broken grille
apart. The Hawk was very much alive, but

I saw there was a small amount of blood
on the grille, so there was no question I
would need to take the bird into the
PWC Clinic.
As soon as I got the Hawk out, it
came to life and was not very
keen on going into my
box, but I was able to
get it in. (To my eye, it
did not appear to have
any broken bones.)
At the Clinic it was
examined, radiographed and found
to be in remarkably good shape
despite a 55 mile-an-hour impact with
a car! Recovery continues at PWC and
hopefully this beautiful bird will be
released soon.

Welcome New Members & Donors
Nikki Adams
Pamela Alch
Rocio Alvarez
Susan Amaral
Mrs. Angel
Amelia Archer-Green
Ramona Atkins
Eric Atwood
Steve Baker
Kim Baker
Piper Barnard
Brooke Barber
Tatiana Barron
Lucy & Bucklind Beery
Sharimon Berry
Lindsay Best
Ronald Caddy
Rich Caddy
Christopher Cameron
Elizabeth Cantu
Dave Hoover
John Chen
Ingrid Chen
Dorsey Christianson
Stuart Clark
Carol Comeau &
John Roser
Rob & Crystal Cooper
Kelly Copeland
John Crass
Charles Crellin
Lynda Cudlip
Gloria Cuevas
Larry Cusick
Shayla Day

Jordan Demanty
Eliot Diamond
Mary Donnelly &
Duane Wall
Chris Earles
Cheryl Eaton
Cliff Elgin
Stan Eschner
Kerri Essex
Rhonda Foreman
Jan French Young
Harold Galvan
Mikaela Garduno
Lori Giancola
Melissa Gibson
Shannon Gidcumb
Polly Gloudemans
Charlotte Gorton
Sharon Gottesfeld
Laura Gough
Pamela Griggs
Edith Griffin-Shaw
Darcee Guttilla
Barbara Hamilton
Simon Hamid
Carrina Hanson
Michael Hanson
Anna Herda
George Hinkins
Matt Hiron
Penny Hoffman
Becky Homewood
Stacy & Brian Hopkins
Freddy Howelll
Myra Howorth

Tim Hutchinson
Robert Jamieson
Cathy Jamieson
Jenni James
Lauren Jenks
Michael Johnson
Kim Jones
Melanie Jones
Matthew Kaney
Adam Kanefield
Sharon Kasper
Courtney Kelly
Steve Kenney
Jackie Killam
Christine Kirkup
Terri Klier
Tracy Kosinski
Chris LaShelle
Leslie Lee
Dick Lessel
Priscilla Lesperance
Jeannie Liberatore
Caren Liddle
Lisa Ludovici
Karen Maclaurin
Bryn Maddaloni
Melissa Maino
Terri Main
Leslie Mark
Lucia Martinez
Paul Marquez
Mason Bar and Kitchen
King David's Masonic Lodge
Kathleen McKee
Rhonda Myers

(May – August 2019)

Ayanna Miller
Susan Miller
Mary Molloy
Ashley Mottard
Liz O'Hara
Elyse Pardoe
Randy Patterson
Samuel Peck
Kaaren Perry
Leah Peterson
Sari Pinto
Tracy Priestley
James Price
Kamela Proulx
Jennifer Pyott
Lisa Rainey
Marilyn Richards
Carey Rogers
Alexis Rosinsky
Leann Ross
Trudie Safreno
Grace Sanders
Bonnie Sayers
Emily Schoenwald
Kathryn Schneider
Mark Schneiderman
Judy Schneider
Linda Seeley
Nicole Serwitz
Dinesh Sharma
Terri Shearer
Hannah Shinnerl
Margie Shiffman
Mary Simmons
Terri Smith

Terry Smith
Claudia Souder
Martha Staib
Brenda Sue Stewart
Kristina Stilwell
Rose Strickland
Shannan McFadden &
Patrick Sullivan
Lisa Sutherland
Mary Tesoriero
Mary Valerio
Mark Vanallen
Dee Vandercook
Sharon Wagner
Marcia Walther
Duane Wall
Paula Wansa
Jenny Weaver
Laurie & Barry Weaver
Kathleen Wells
Gary Wells
Brenda Wiley
Pamela Williams
Vicki & Brent Willey
Leanne Wolfson
Dawn Wood
Mary Woods
Amy Wood-Rice
Alexandra Wright
Barbara Wyatt
Vicki Yamamoto
Lynn Yamaoka
Jude Yriarte
Lynda Ziegler

New Rehab Tech

Tabytha Sheeley
A native of Orange County, CA
Tabytha moved to Northern
California to attend college at
Humboldt State University,
where she graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Wildlife
Conservation and Management.
While there, she was an intern
at the Humboldt Wildlife Care
Center and fell in love with
working with injured wildlife.
Tabytha has experience working
with a wide variety of wildlife
and has worked as part of an
emergency response team in
Klamath Falls, OR during an
Avian Botulism Outbreak.
She believes that PWC has an
amazing team of volunteers,
interns and other staff
members and is very excited to
continue to develop her skills as
a wildlife rehabilitator.

Help Wildlife & Avoid
Paying Taxes at the
Same Time!
If you have a Simple IRA or SEP
IRA* and are over 70 ½ years
old, you are required by law to
take your Required Mandatory
Distribution (RMD) before
December 31st.
Did you know you can avoid
paying income tax on that money
by donating to P.W.C. (a
qualified 501c3 non-profit) and
help us serve our County's
wildlife patients?!
Please speak with your
investment broker or your IRA
custodian (listed on your 1099-R
tax form) and consider helping
Pacific Wildlife Care.
*applies to distributions from
Pensions, Annuities, Retirement
or Profit-Sharing Plans, IRAs

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID

P.O. Box 1134
Morro Bay, CA 93443

San Luis Obispo, CA

93403
Permit No. 325

“Thank You to all current, new & longtime supporters and volunteers
for years of doing your best for our important SLO County Wildlife!”

Red-shoulder Hawk - a common species
treated at the Center

PWC’s mission is to support San Luis Obispo wildlife through rehabilitation and educational outreach.
We envision Pacific Wildlife Care as an advocate for wildlife. By sharing our experiences, we inspire
community participation to reduce harm to our wild neighbors.

SPECIAL THANK YOUS
Thank You to Roger Grizzle of Grizzle Construction and carpenter
Robin Anderson for building our new 4’ x 8’ Hummingbird Aviary
and an addition to Flight 4 (our raptor, owl flight cage).
Thank you also to volunteers John Baumgart and David Pope for
assisting in roof completion and installation of interior pet
screen. Construction was made possible by the generous

donations from the 2017 Soupabration! Fund-A-Need campaign.
Thanks to all of our supporters!
Thank you to family and friends who donated to PWC In Memory of
Monica Cantu (who always put the needs of others, above her own).
Sullivan Family (Nuala, Maggie & Frankie) for their summer Read-athon fundraiser (They raised over $181.00)
County of SLO for support of Soupabration! venue costs and a
generous Grant for our Internship Program

Membership/Donations Save Lives
Yes, I would like to give wildlife a second chance!
$3,000�
$150
��Benefactor
��Supporter
$1,500�
$60
��Patron
��Advocate
$600�
$30
��Sponsor
��Student/Senior/Volunteer
$300�
��Contributor
��EXTRA END OF YEAR GIVING _________
I
would
like
information
on
adding
Pacific
Wildlife Care to my will or trust.
�
Visit us online at pacificwildlifecare.org to set up a monthly subscription or pay by credit card

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Board Officers
President: Kimberly Perez
Vice President: Marcelle Bakula
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Bob Blakely

Board Members
Craig Christakos
Kathleen Dillon
Kate Capela

Newsletter

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Editor: Marcelle Bakula
Copy Editor: John FitzRandolph
Layout: Jeanette Stone

City:_________________________________ State:______ Zip:___________ Date: _______

Thank you to all who donate to

Please check: � New Membership� � Renewal� � Donation�� I would like to volunteer
Please mail completed form with check to Pacific Wildlife Care, PO Box 1134, Morro Bay, CA 93443

pacificwildlifecare.org
(805) 543-WILD (9453)

Phone:____________________________ Email:_____________________________________

