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[image: PWCs Test Pilot In May 2023, rehabilitated Brown Pelican 23-757 became the first ever pelican to be fitted with a promising new tracking device, just before release back to the wild - and in doing so made quiet history. There are other means of tracking pelicans post-release, but they come with drawbacks. A standard auxiliary leg band, for example, is safe for the bird but depends on people who happen to notice the banded bird in the wild and to report it. A transmitter in a backpack with a harness, used for raptors, does not work well for - and can interfere with behaviors of - plunge-diving pelicans. After the 2015 Refugio Oil Spill, Deborah Jaques began thinking, There must be a better way. Jaques, a wildlife biologist and primary investigator with Pacific Eco Logic and the non-profit Pelican Science, was determined to find a minimally invasive method to track pelicans. She approached a wildlife telemetry vendor, Cellular Tracking Technology, and with funding from OWCN (the Oiled Wildlife Care Network), a lightweight electronic leg band was produced. Among the innovations of the eBand, as theyve called it, are its antenna and power element. Instead of an external whip antenna as on other devices, the eBands antenna is coiled within it. And the power element is hybrid, with a solar panel and tiny internal battery to charge it. Pelicans wearing the eBand can be tracked via the Motus Wildlife Tracking System, with its network of new, rapidly expanding stations being installed in California. With federal and state permits in place for this pilot study, and after an extensive search for a releasable pelican, PWC Clinic Director Vann Masvidal provided health records for suitable candidates, and Brown Pelican (BRPE) 23-757 was chosen. Deborah Jaques traveled to Morro Bay for the momentous occasion. Masvidal gently captured the (appropriately numbered!) 23-757 from the flight aviary, and Jaques fitted the bird with the eBand. They observed the pelican back in the aviary before releasing him in the bay the next day. Six days after release, our BRPE 23-757 was detected as far north as Elkhorn Slough, about 140 miles from Morro Bay, and two days later 122 miles from there, at Bolinas Lagoon, before returning to Elkhorn Slough. Just before the end of the study, our traveling pelican had flown north to Tomales Bay and back to Bolinas Lagoon. From this study of our own avian test pilot and subsequent test subjects, weve learned that the eBand works well; that electronic reception may be limited in harbor environments but is better over water and in areas without buildings; and that tracking will be more efficient when more Motus stations are installed. With further testing and refinement, Jaques says, it is hoped that this system will provide long-term data on... pelican survival and movements and... yield new discoveries about use of the Pacific Flyway. ✍️ Pam Hartmann #brownpelican #bandedbird #eband #morrobay #california #pelicans #wildliferehab #wildliferelease][image: Image attachment][image: Image attachment]


	PWC's Test Pilot 

In May 2023, rehabilitated Brown Pelican 23-757 became the first ever pelican to be fitted with a promising new tracking device, just before release back to the wild - and in doing so made quiet history. 

There are other means of tracking pelicans post-release, but they come with drawbacks. A standard auxiliary leg band, for example, is safe for the bird but depends on people who happen to notice the banded bird in the wild and to report it. A transmitter in a backpack with a harness, used for raptors, does not work well for - and can interfere with behaviors of - plunge-diving pelicans. After the 2015 Refugio Oil Spill, Deborah Jaques began thinking, "There must be a better way." 

Jaques, a wildlife biologist and primary investigator with Pacific Eco Logic and the non-profit Pelican Science, was determined to "find a minimally invasive method to track pelicans." She approached a wildlife telemetry vendor, Cellular Tracking Technology, and with funding from OWCN (the Oiled Wildlife Care Network), a lightweight electronic leg band was produced. Among the innovations of the "eBand," as they've called it, are its antenna and power element. Instead of an external whip antenna as on other devices, the eBand's antenna is coiled within it. And the power element is hybrid, with a solar panel and tiny internal battery to charge it. Pelicans wearing the eBand can be tracked via the Motus Wildlife Tracking System, with its network of new, rapidly expanding stations being installed in California. 

With federal and state permits in place for this pilot study, and after an extensive search for a releasable pelican, PWC Clinic Director Vann Masvidal provided health records for suitable candidates, and Brown Pelican (BRPE) 23-757 was chosen. 

Deborah Jaques traveled to Morro Bay for the momentous occasion. Masvidal gently captured the (appropriately numbered!) 23-757 from the flight aviary, and Jaques fitted the bird with the eBand. They observed the pelican back in the aviary before releasing him in the bay the next day. 

Six days after release, our BRPE 23-757 was detected as far north as Elkhorn Slough, about 140 miles from Morro Bay, and two days later 122 miles from there, at Bolinas Lagoon, before returning to Elkhorn Slough. Just before the end of the study, our traveling pelican had flown north to Tomales Bay and back to Bolinas Lagoon. 

From this study of our own avian test pilot and subsequent test subjects, we've learned that the eBand works well; that electronic reception may be limited in harbor environments but is better over water and in areas without buildings; and that tracking will be more efficient when more Motus stations are installed. With further testing and refinement, Jaques says, it is hoped that this system "will provide long-term data on... pelican survival and movements and... yield new discoveries about use of the Pacific Flyway."

✍️ Pam Hartmann

#brownpelican #bandedbird #eband #morrobay #california #pelicans #wildliferehab #wildliferelease 	
	... See MoreSee Less



	 15 hours ago 


	
			
			View on Facebook		
				
							·
				 				
					Share				
				
																
														Share on Facebook
						
											
														Share on Twitter
						
											
														Share on Linked In
						
											
														Share by Email
						
					                				

					

	




[image: If you have a wildlife conflict, please call your local rehab center. Trappers and pest control companies exterminate. There are always peaceful resolutions for both parties! One example, if you have a nesting raccoon under your house or in your attic, playing music will send her on her way to find a new den!][image: Image attachment]


	If you have a wildlife conflict, please call your local rehab center.   Trappers and pest control companies exterminate.   There are always peaceful resolutions for both parties!  One example, if you have a nesting raccoon under your house or in your attic, playing music will send her on her way to find a new den! 	
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																			805-543-9453 (WILD)
																	
					

			
							
																	
																			 Rehabilitation Center: 1387 Main St., Morro Bay, CA 93442
																	
					

			
																
																			Mailing Address: PO Box 1134, Morro Bay, CA 93443
															

			
																
																			Center Hours: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm daily
with extended hours April to September

															

			
																
																			Wildlife Hotline Hours: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm daily
with extended hours April to September
															

			
																
																			501c3 number: 77-0196350
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		Our mission is to support San Luis Obispo County wildlife through rehabilitation and educational outreach.
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